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HOSPITALS — BED CAPACITY 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [12.03 pm]: I would like to provide the house with an update 
on increasing the capacity of our public hospitals. As I am sure members are aware, the unprecedented demand 
currently experienced at our public hospitals is being mirrored across Australia. We are not alone as we manage 
this surge in demand, especially in our emergency departments. 
The latest figures reveal that emergency department attendances in the first half of this year at Perth metropolitan 
hospitals have increased by 13 per cent compared with last year. To address this demand growth, on 24 March 
I announced that 117 extra inpatient beds would be opened as a priority to increase capacity. These beds were 
at Royal Perth Hospital, St John of God Mt Lawley, Osborne Park Hospital, Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital and 
Fremantle Hospital. I am pleased to update the house that the number of beds being opened has now increased to 
158. This includes 20 additional inpatient beds at Perth Children’s Hospital and the purchase of up to 20 beds at 
the private South Perth Hospital to bolster capacity for Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital. This will support patients 
in subacute beds who are not ready to go home post-surgery or procedure. Other capacity-growing initiatives are 
underway by the McGowan government. One of the biggest expansions of emergency department capacity in the 
state’s history is happening, with an extra 114 emergency department beds either under construction or soon to be 
under construction. This has grown from 95 beds, with the addition of two new mental health emergency centres 
announced by the McGowan government as election commitments. This $24.3 million investment will deliver these 
specialist mental health emergency centres at Rockingham General Hospital and Armadale Health Service. 
And there’s more, Madam Speaker! Our comprehensive infrastructure plan has over 300 new inpatient beds in 
the pipeline, including a $256 million expansion of Joondalup Health Campus, which has already commenced 
with the expansion of the emergency department at that hospital; $152 million for Peel Health Campus; and major 
redevelopments at Geraldton Health Campus and Bunbury Hospital at South West Health Campus. In all, with these 
measures, we are building the equivalent of a major new hospital in Western Australia. But no hospital can operate 
without people. Without our wonderful staff, hospitals are simply buildings. I want to take this opportunity to 
acknowledge that our staff are doing it tough at the moment and I want to thank each and every one of them for their 
commitment and dedication as we overcome the global, or certainly nationwide, healthcare workforce shortages. 
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